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Article 1 OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this Ministerial Understanding on
ASEAN  Cooperation in  Telecommunications and
Information Technology are to:

a. Develop the ASEAN telecommunications and [T
sector as a catalyst to foster closer regional economic
integration;

b. Enhance the overall competitiveness of the ASEAN
region through a vibrant telecommunications and IT
industry; and

c. Develop the ASEAN Information Society, where its
citizens are able to work, communicate and recreate in

the knowledge-based economy.
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Article 2 AREAS OF COOPERATION

1. Cooperation in ASEAN telecommunications and [T
shall entail partnership in policy development and in
program implementation in the following areas:

a. Cooperation in the establishment of the ASEAN
Information Infrastructure and in further advancement
of the e-ASEAN initiative;

b. Facilitation of intra-ASEAN trade and investment in
telecommunications and IT sector;

c. Coordination and harmonization of
telecommunications and [T policies and programs;

d. Promotion and development of indigenous ASEAN
telecommmunications and IT content;

e. Promotion of private sector participation and
enhancing public private sector collaboration in
regional telecommunications and [T cooperation
programs and activities;

f. Exchange of information and experience;

g. Strengthening cooperation and joint approaches in
addressing international and regional
telecommunications and IT issues in areas of common

interest;
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h. Bridging Digital Divide within ASEAN by encouraging
capacity building and human resource development
and  enhancing access to and use of
telecormmunications and IT; and

i. All other areas as may be deemed necessary.

2. Member States shall collectively develop work
programs or plans for the above areas of cooperation,
for consideration and approval by TELMIN. Participation
of the private or business sector and the relevant
regional/international organizations shall
be encouraged in the development and
implementation of the work programs/plans on ASEAN

cooperation in telecommunications and IT sector.
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Article 3 ORGANIZATION AND COORDINATION

The Chairmanship of the ASEAN telecommunications
Ministers Meeting (TELMIN) shall be rotated annually in
alphabetical order among the Member States.

The ASEAN Telecommunications Senior Officials
Meeting (TELSOM) shall be the operating arm of TELMIN
in the supervision, coordination, and implementation of
programs and policy directions set by the ASEAN

Telecommunications Ministers. TELSOM shall:
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a. Develop, coordinate and implement work

programs/plans  to  enhance  cooperation in
telecommunications and IT, including the approval of
the necessary cooperation programs, projects and
activities;

b. Provide a mechanism to promote participation
from the private or business sector,
regional/international organizations and
nongovernmental organizations; and

c. As and when necessary, establish working groups
with clear terms of reference and specific time frames,
to assist in the development and implementation of its
policies and work programs/plans. Experts from regional
and international organizations and the private or
business sector may also be invited for the purpose.

TELMIN shall meet annually to discuss issues and
developments of common interest and to set policy
directions in the ASEAN telecommunications and [T
sector.

4. The ASEAN Secretariat shall assist TELMIN and
TELSOM in carrying out their functions including
technical support in the supervision, coordination and

implementation of cooperation programs and activities.
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Article 4 Final Provisions

1. This Ministerial Understanding shall enter into force
on the date of signature.

2. This Ministerial Understanding may be amended or
modified by mutual agreement of the Member States.
3. This Ministerial Understanding shall be deposited
with the Secretary - General of ASEAN who shall
promptly furnish a certified copy thereof to each
Member State.
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