ASEAN Agreement on the Establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity
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Article 1 Establishment of the ASEAN Centre for v 49 o n1sdaRsquiandouiiie
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There shall be established an ASEAN Centre for T%iln1sned Audendeudiniu
Biodiversity (ACB) hereinafter referred to as the Anuanraten1edinn seldluainumnn
“Centre” shall have its seat in the Republic of the asilazi3enin Aue %ﬂ%fgqa&jﬁﬂis Lnel
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Article 2 Purpose of the Centre v 49 o "S'mqﬂizaaﬁsuae@ué

The purpose if the Centre shall be to facilitate
cooperation and coordination among the members of
ASEAN, and with relevant national governments,
regional and international organizations on the
conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity
and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising

from the use of such biodiversity in the ASEAN region.
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Article 3 Structure of the Centre

The Centre shall be composed of:

(a) a governing Board;

(b) an Executive Director and such staff as shall be
necessary to perform the function of the Centre; and

(c) such committees or subsidiary bodies as may be

deemed necessary by the Governing Board.
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Article 4 Governing Board
1. There shall be established a Governing Board,

hereinafter referred to as the Board. Assuming overall

49 & ABIZNIIUNITUINNS

0. 1%in1sdeanEnssunISUINIS
doldluaumnasioziBonit AnENIsUNS
Fsagduiiaveumsiniualasiuveseud




ASEAN Agreement on the Establishment of the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity

AUANAdDNTUIAIBNISNRsFUdNTUd S UANAINTAIENITIN I

o =
Wusnsal
(Yauazansannny)

v

LauAnguaneg

winguang

suazLden
o w & dy
(anszanfyvasnguane/dlamndouily)

NN

responsibility, and accountable for the operations the
Centre.

2. The Board shall comprise if the members of the
ASEAN Senior Officials on the Environment or their
representative and the Secretary General of ASEAN of
his representative.

3. The Board may invite observes as it deems
appropriate to attend the Board Meetings.

4. The Board shall be chaired by the Chairman of
the ASEAN Senior Official on the Environment. The
Executive Director shall act as Secretary to the Board.

5. The Board shall meet at least once a year. Extra
- ordinary meetings may be called by the Chairman at
the request of any member of the Board, provided that
such request is supported by at least one other
member.

6. The Board shall report to the ASEAN ministers

responsible for the environment.
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Article 5 Functions of the Board v 1o & wihfivasamznssums

The function of the Board shall be to:

(@) provide policy guidance and directions, and
undertake overall supervision of the operations of the
Centre;

(b) approve the organizational structure and staff
requirements for the Centre;

(c) approve the rules and procedures for the
conduct if the meetings or proceedings of the Board, its
committees or subsidiary bodies;

(d) approve the rules, procedures and regulations
for the operations of the Centre including the staff and
financial rules;

(e) approve the business plan, including the annual
work programmes and budget of the Centre and
monitor their implementation;

(f) approve an Executive Director for the Centre and
determine the terms and conditions for the position,
and confirm the appointments of the key professional
staff;

(g) administer the funds entrusted to the Centre,
and to approve the rules and procedures for the

management of the such funds;
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Article 6 Executive Director 4 49 b NTIUAITUTAS

1. The Executive Director shall be responsible and
accountable for the day - to — day operations of the
Centre and any other function that may be directed by
the Board.

2. The Executive Director shall be a citizen of an
ASEAN member country, and have a term of office of
the three (3) years, which may be extended at the
discretion of the Board. The Executive Director shall be
selected by open recruitment. However, Member
Countries the opt for nomination will conduct their own
selection process and nominate suitable candidates[s]
for the consideration of the Governing Board.

3. The Executive Director shall be assisted by

professional and supporting staff to carry out the
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assigned functions and responsibility as approved by
the Board.

4. The Board shall designate an officer to serve as
the Acting Executive Director if the office of the
Executive Director should become vacant, if he/she is
deemed by the Board as unable to discharge his/her
duties The Acting Executive Director shall have the
capacity to exercise all the powers of the Executive
Director pursuant to the present Agreement

5. The Executive Director shall:

(a) administer the Centre and its programmes with
a view to ensuring that the Centre fulfils its purpose;

(b) prepare annual work programmes, plans,
budgets, financial statement or any other documents
for the consideration of the Board;

(c) report on the implementation of the activities of
the Centre to the Board;

(d) appoint, subject to the confirmation of the
Board, manage and supervise key professional staff the
Centre;

(e) appoint, manage and supervise supporting staff,

consultants and experts to the Centre;
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Article 7 Host Government Obligations

1. As a commitment to the Centre, the Government
if the Republic of the Philippines, hereinafter referred
as the Host Government, shall provide at its own cost,
adequate premises, operational facilities and such
other facilities needed for the operations of the Centre.

2. The Host Government shall also grant to the
Centre and its staff privileges and immunities as may be
necessary for the performance of their duties and

functions similar to those accorded to the ASEAN
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Secretariat and its staff and accordance with the laws
and regulations prevailing in the country of the Host

Government.
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Article 8 Financial Arrangements

1. There shall be established an ASEAN Biodiversity
Fund, hereinafter referred to as the Fund.

2. The Fund shall be utilized to meet the expense
necessary to implement the activities required to fulfill
the purpose of the Centre, as approved by the Board.

3. ASEAN member counties may make voluntary
contributions to the Fund.

4. The Fund shall be open to contributions from
other governments and organizations, as approved by
the Board.
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Article 9 Juridical Personality v Yo « dnniiAyAna

The Centre shall possess juridical personality and @uﬁﬁﬂqur’mamuﬂgﬁmaLLazﬁ
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Article 10 Amendments v 9 00 Maufluifianfi

Any member country may propose amendments to

this Agreement. Such amendments, when approved by
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Article 11 Review and Termination v 99 00 m‘s‘vmvnuua::miauqm

1. This Agreement shall be reviewed at least every
five years by Member Countries to this Agreement.

2. This Agreement shall be terminated by
agreement of all the ASEAN member countries and
shall be conducted in a manner as not to prejudice
their respective interests in this matter. Upon
termination of this Agreement, the Centre shall stand
dissolved.

3. Upon the dissolution of the Centre, the disposal
of the assets and liabilities of the Centre shall be

determined jointly by all ASEAN Member Countries.
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Article 13 Status of Annexes to the Agreement
The annexes attached to this Agreement shall

constitute an integral part of the Agreement.
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Article 14 Final Provisions v 19 o UNUtyaiRgaving

1. This Agreement shall be subject to ratification by
the ASEAN member countries and shall enter into force
on the deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification
with the Secretary General of ASEAN.

2. The Agreement shall be deposited with the
Secretary General of ASEAN who shall promptly furnish
a certified copy thereof to each ASEAN member

country.
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